into Latin, one, I well remember, is that Of the Greafnes of
Cities: the rest I have forgott. His Lordship was a very
Contemplative person, and was wont to contemplate in his
delicious walkes at Gorambery, and dictate to Air. Thomas
Bushell, or some other of his Gentlemen, that attended him with
inke and paper ready to sett downe presently his Thoughts.
His Lordship would often say that he better liked Mr. Hobbes's
taking his thoughts, then any of the other, because he under-
stood what he wrote, which the others not understanding, my
Lord would many times have a harde taske to make sense of
what they writt.
1634: this summer—I remember 'twas in Venison season
(July or August)—Mr. T. H. came into his Native Country
to visitt his Friends, and amongst others he came then to see
his old school-master, Mr. Robert Larimer, at Leigh-de-la-mer,
where I was then a little youth at Schoole in the church, newly
entred into my Grammar by him. Here was the first place and
time that ever I had the honour to see this worthy, learned man,
who was then pleased to take notice of me, and the next day
visited my relations. He was then a proper man, briske, and
in very good habit. His hayre was then quite black. He stayed
at Malmsbury and in the neighborhood a weeke or better. His
conversation about those times was much about Ben: Jonson,
Mr. Ayton, etc. 'Twas the last time that ever he was in
Wiltshire.
He was 40 yeares old before he looked on Geometry;
which happened accidentally. Being in a Gentleman's Library,
Euclid's Elements lay open, and 'twas the 47 El. libri i. He
read the Proposition. By G—9 sayd he (he would now and then
sweare an emphaticall Oath by way of emphasis) this is impos-
sible ! So he reads the Demonstration of it, which referred
him back to such a Proposition; which proposition he read.
That referred him back to another, which he also read. Et sic
deitxeps [and so on] that at last he was demonstratively convinced
of that trueth. This made him in love with Geometry.
I have heard Mr. Hobbes say that he jras wont to draw
lines on his thigh and on the sheetes, abed, and also multiply
and divide.
He would often complain that Algebra (though of great
use) was too much admired, and so followed after, that it
made men not contemplate and consider so much the nature
and power of Lines, which was a great hinderance to the Groweth
of Geometric; for that though algebra did rarely well and
quickly* and easily in right lines, yet 'twould not bite in solid
(I thlake) Geometry. Quod NJB.
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